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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. BIGGERT).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 29, 2003.

I hereby appoint the Honorable Jubpy
BIGGERT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

The Reverend Edward J. Burns, Exec-
utive Director, Secretariat for Voca-
tions and Priestly Formation at the
United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washington, D.C. offered the
following prayer:

Blessed are You, Lord God of all cre-
ation, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, the father of Jesus and God of
us all. We thank You for the many
gifts You have given us out of love. We
praise You for the wonders of Your
works. We now ask that You bless us.

As the Members of the United States
House of Representatives reconvene
after their holiday recess, we are mind-
ful of Your many gifts of salvation and
redemption. We ask now that You bless
these men and women. Grant them the
strength, grace, perseverance, and wis-
dom to carry out the task that lies
ahead of them. Bless their endeavors
and give success to the work of their
hands.

Bless our troops who are serving our
country; in particular, those men and
women who are serving in Operation
Iragi Freedom. Guide them, protect
them, and grant peace and consolation
to their families.

We recognize that we do not work
alone; but rather, we rely on our broth-

ers and sisters. Bless our constituents
and colleagues, our friends and loved
ones. May we serve faithfully in bring-
ing forth a Nation that is just, one that
keeps faith and hope alive.

We ask this in Your name. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WOLF led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

EXPLAINING OPPOSITION TO TAX
RELIEF

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DELAY. Madam Speaker, the
number one domestic priority of this
administration and this Congress is to
stimulate the sluggish economy. The
President’s tax relief proposal will cre-
ate jobs. It will grow the economy. It
will spur investment and innovation in
the private sector. And it will put more
money into the pockets of the Amer-
ican men and women who earn it.

By contrast, the alternative plan
being touted is insufficient, and its
proponents have some explaining to do.
As the President put it the other day,
if they agree that tax relief creates

jobs, then why are they for a little itty
bitty tax relief package?

Well, some oppose tax relief because
they think the money belongs to the
government instead of the people who
earn it. The good news is that this is an
intellectually consistent response. The
bad news is, the only person in the
Western Hemisphere who believes it is
Fidel Castro.

Others say they worry about the def-
icit, but their argument contradicts
itself. The budget was balanced in the
1990s through spending restraint and
economic growth. Letting people keep
more of their own money stimulates
the economy and limits our ability to
spend.

Those opposing significant tax relief
would intentionally hamstring the
economy and leave hundreds of billions
in Washington, D.C. to be spent like a
stray $20 bill in Las Vegas, not exactly
a recipe for a balanced budget.

Finally, some in Washington just at-
tack everything that the President
proposes. This, unfortunately, de-
scribes too many Democrats in Con-
gress, more interested in griping than
governing.

Madam Speaker, whether their rea-
sons are extreme, self-contradictory, or
partisan, the enemies of significant tax
relief are wrong. We need real tax relief
to create jobs, grow an economy that
can afford all our priorities, balance
the budget, and hold the line on spend-
ing. That is, after all, why the Amer-
ican people elected Republican leaders
in the first place.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF

CORPORAL ARMANDO ARIEL
GONZALEZ
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to pay
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tribute to the life of Corporal Armando
Ariel Gonzalez, who gave his life bring-
ing freedom to the oppressed people of
Iraq.

Armando understood the significance
of Operation Iraqi Freedom better than
most Americans because, as a teenager,
he and his father used a raft to escape
from an oppressive regime in Cuba to
find liberty in America.

Corporal Gonzalez was a dedicated
Marine assigned to the Marine Wing
Support Squadron 273 stationed at the
Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort in
South Carolina. He served bravely in a
hostile environment, and supported one
of the most successful military cam-
paigns in history, one that will be im-
mortalized along with the battles of
Belleau Woods, Okinawa, Inchon, and
Khe Sanh.

Armando fought for a country he
could not call his own, but has received
his citizenship posthumously, thanks
to the hard work of the gentleman

from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART).
He leaves behind a loving wife,

Liudmila, who is expecting their first
child. His baby will be born an Amer-
ican, and can be proud of a father who
died as a true patriot. In conclusion,
God bless our troops.

———————

REPUBLICANS PROPOSE RECK-
LESS TAX CUT WHILE MILLIONS
OF AMERICANS GO WITHOUT
HEALTH INSURANCE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, just a few steps away from
the floor of the House, there are many
of us gathered near the Senate, stand-
ing up to speak on behalf of the 75 mil-
lion uninsured Americans: physicians,
representatives of hospitals, the Amer-
ican Medical Association, the National
Medical Association, nurses’ organiza-
tions, students; individuals who recog-
nize, Madam Speaker, that it is not
griping when we say that we cannot af-
ford a $726 billion tax cut that will re-
sult in a $1.7 trillion deficit in this
economy, it is the people of the United
States. It is the veterans who are
deenrolled who cannot go to veterans’
hospitals even as | speak, even in my
congressional district, because we have
no money in the budget. It is the young
men and women who are willing to
offer themselves as the ultimate sac-
rifice in Iraq, the United States troops
who will be returning, individual
troops who make a $1,000 a month who
cannot afford, when they leave the
service, good health care.

That is why we believe the tax cut
cannot and should not be passed, be-
cause of the millions of individuals
who are uninsured.

| believe we should stand for what
America believes in. That is the prom-
ise of America, that all of us should
have equal access to health care. | be-
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lieve that is what we should invest in,
the people of this country rebuilding
around the world our friendship, and
not passing a reckless tax cut.

————————

ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE BILL

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, on
March 23 the Federal Department of
Transportation decided to yank fund-
ing from the Lancaster Airport in my
district, denying the airport of its abil-
ity to provide commercial air services.

The Department operates a program
called the Essential Air Services Pro-
gram which provides subsidies to air-
lines that serve smaller markets that
would otherwise go without commer-
cial service. But the Department of
Transportation is wrong in this case.

The 68-mile route it chose between
Route 30 to Philadelphia International
Airport takes 3 hours to drive or more.
The route most commonly used is 80
miles and takes about half that time to
drive.

This week | am introducing a bill to
remedy this wrong. The Essential Air
Services Eligibility Fairness Act will
make sure the highway mileage be-
tween a place and the nearest hub air-
port will be determined by the most
commonly used route between the two
airports. It will protect, in my case,
876,000 air trips that originate every
year in Lancaster; and it will protect
the other small market airports around
the country that provide convenient
air service for millions.

————

HOMELAND SECURITY AND TAX
CUTS

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam
Speaker, as we prepare for the debate
on taxes and spending, | want to call
attention to an article in Sunday’s
Denver Post on the threat of shoulder-
fired missiles to our airliners.

The article quotes security experts as
saying this threat is ‘“‘nearly impos-
sible to defend against,”” and points out
that equipping the U.S. commercial
airline fleet with jammers or decoys
could cost up to $10 billion.

There are other threats, as well. We
need to do much more to prevent ship
containers that would be used to smug-
gle in weapons of mass destruction.

Of course, we cannot prevent every
conceivable threat to our homeland se-
curity. We have to set priorities and we
have to fund those priorities.

One thing is for sure: when the Presi-
dent proposed and this Congress passed
a budget resolution that includes more
than $1 trillion in tax cuts, we cannot,
in good conscience, tell the American
people we are funding these priorities.

Madam Speaker, our States need help
in beefing up security. When our home-
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land security alert system goes to or-
ange, our State budgets go into the
red. | fear this President and this Re-
publican Congress are sacrificing
homeland security and other needs in
favor of deep tax cuts that will have
little positive effect on our economy.
We need to do better.

————

ALERTING NATION TO ASSIST IN
SEARCH FOR ASHLEIGH MOORE
OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, AND
OTHER MISSING AND EXPLOITED
CHILDREN

(Mr. BURNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURNS. Madam Speaker, today
the Subcommittee on Select Education
is holding a hearing on missing and ex-
ploited and runaway youth under
which revisions to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children will
be considered.

This topic is particularly relevant to
the people of Savannah, as there is a
young girl from that area in my dis-
trict who has been missing for more
than 2 weeks.

Ashleigh Moore is only 12 years old.
She is an African American young lady
who is a little over 5 feet tall and
weighs 120 pounds. She was last seen
wearing a white shirt and brown pants.
Her family is very worried about her,
and the entire community from Savan-
nah is making every effort to find her.
I am hopeful that she will return safely
home very soon.

I would urge anyone who has any in-
formation about Ashleigh to contact
the Savannah police at 912-232-4141.

Madam Speaker, children are a pre-
cious resource. The National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children acts to
reunite missing children with their
families, and work with crime preven-
tion officers to reach out to the com-
munity with child safety information
and services.

O 1415

My thoughts and prayers are with
Ashleigh’s family today.

——————

DEMOCRATIC PLAN CREATES JOBS

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, the distinguished ma-
jority leader got up here and said the
first priority of the President was the
economy. That is interesting for a
President who over his 2 years in office
has lost 2% million jobs, 2% million
American workers who do not have
jobs and hundreds of thousands of oth-
ers that have run out of unemployment
and the President has resisted extend-
ing their unemployment benefits. And
we will see what happens this May as
hundreds of thousands more lose their
unemployment and they have no in-
come support for their families, to pay
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for their homes, to try to help keep
their children in school and to pay the
doctors’ bills.

It is also interesting that he says
that there are two purposes: one is to
give tax relief to stimulate the econ-
omy, and the other is to keep the gov-
ernment from spending the money be-
cause they want to spend all the
money. The last time | looked, the Re-
publicans controlled the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Republicans con-
trolled the Senate, and the Republicans
controlled the White House; but appar-
ently we have got to destroy the Amer-
ican economy with these tax cuts be-
fore they Kill again. They cannot con-
trol themselves from spending trillions
of dollars. They cannot control them-
selves from running up the deficit.
They inherited a $2 trillion surplus,
and they have turned it into a $4 tril-
lion debt. What happened with these
people? They have no fiscal discipline.
So now they want to spend a trillion
dollars to create half as many jobs as
the Democratic plan will create for $150
billion.

——————

REMOVE CUBA FROM UNITED NA-
TIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMIS-
SION

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to urge my colleagues to pass a
very important resolution | will be in-
troducing today. My bill expresses the
sense of the House that the United Na-
tions must call for the U.N. to remove
Cuba from the United Nations Human
Rights Commission.

The U.N. Human Rights Commission
is the primary world body responsible
for protecting the inalienable rights of
all people to live free from harm and
oppression. However, with some of the
world’s most egregious human rights
violators on the panel, like Libya and
Cuba, it is unlikely that it can effec-
tively carry out its mission.

Whether it is Saddam Hussein or
Fidel Castro, the U.N. has repeatedly
protected tyrants, torturers, and mur-
derers. Allowing Cuba to stay on the
Human Rights Commission is like hon-
oring Saddam Hussein with the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Today | was shocked to learn that
Cuba once again was put on the panel.
For over 40 years Fidel Castro has time
and time again shown his reprehensible
disregard for the safety and welfare of
his own people. His tyrannical regime
has forced countless innocent people to
risk their lives to seek the shores of
the United States. But what is worse is
that these people will go to the fur-
thest of extremes to hurt their own
people.

——
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT) laid before the House the fol-
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lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 14, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 12, 2003 at 2:25 p.m.

That the Senate agreed to conference re-
port H.R. 1559.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule I, Speaker pro
tempore THORNBERRY signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills on Tuesday, April
15, 2003:

H.R. 145, to designate the Federal
building located at 290 Broadway in
New York, New York, as the “Ted
Weiss Federal Building;”’

H.R. 258, to ensure continuity for the
design of the 5-cent coin, establish the
citizens coinage advisory committee,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 1559, making emergency war-
time supplemental appropriations for
fiscal year 2003, and for other purposes;

H.R. 1770, to provide benefits and
other compensation for certain individ-
uals with injuries resulting from ad-
ministration of smallpox counter-
measures, and for other purposes.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM VICE-
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COM-
MITTEE ON THE LIBRARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the vice-chairman of the
Joint Committee on the Library:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
April 10, 2003.
Hon. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Public
Law 101-696 Section 801 (40 USC para. 188a(b))
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
Joint Committee of the Library are provided
positions on the Capitol Preservation Com-
mission.

I am appointing Mr. John Mica of Florida
to be my designee as provided for in Public
Law 101-696 Section 801 (40 USC para 188a(c)).

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
VERNON J. EHLERS,
Vice-Chairman,
Joint Committee on the Library.

——
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.

GEORGE RADANOVICH, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
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nication from the Honorable GEORGE
RADANOVICH, Member of Congress:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 14, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the House
of Representatives, that | have been served
with a subpoena issued by the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District for testimony
and documents.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, | have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the precedents and the privileges of the
House.

Sincerely,
GEORGE RADANOVICH,
Member of Congress.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON.
GEORGE RADANOVICH, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable GEORGE
RADANOVICH, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 24, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that | have
been served with a subpoena issued by the
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District
of California for testimony and documents.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, | have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
GEORGE RADANOVICH,
Member of Congress.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a record vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered or on which the vote
is objected to under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF OPERATION RESPECT, THE
“DON'T LAUGH AT ME” PRO-
GRAMS AND PETER YARROW

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 161) recognizing
the achievements of Operation Respect,
the “Don’t Laugh At Me’ programs,
and Peter Yarrow, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 161

Whereas Operation Respect is a nonprofit
organization engaged in a national effort to
transform participating schools, after-school
programs, and children’s summer camps into
more compassionate and respectful environ-
ments through its ““Don’t Laugh At Me”’ pro-
gram materials that address the issues of
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emotional and physical violence among chil-
dren;

Whereas Operation Respect has conducted
230 workshops, reaching over 18,000 educators
in 27 States and distributing 50,000 copies of
its professionally developed curriculum;

Whereas representatives of this organiza-
tion have appeared before over 240 edu-
cational organizations in 36 States on behalf
of Operation Respect, as well as before the
Republican conference and Democratic cau-
cus of the United States House of Represent-
atives;

Whereas the “‘Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
gram increases mutual respect and fellow-
ship among hundreds of thousands of elemen-
tary school children, creating an environ-
ment for students that improves focus on
academic achievement and encourages an at-
mosphere of respect and responsibility;

Whereas the ‘“Don’t Laugh At Me’ camp
programs have made the environment at
summer camps safer and more secure for
children by creating a greater sense of re-
sponsibility, justice and fairness;

Whereas the “‘Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
grams have made a significant impact on
schools and camps through a curriculum of
character education and social and emo-
tional learning;

Whereas the overwhelming majority of stu-
dents participating in a recent survey con-
cluded that the ‘““Don’t Laugh At Me” pro-
gram was a valuable and beneficial experi-
ence and resulted in a diminution of negative
behaviors such as bullying, and increased
openness and trust;

Whereas counselors and campers alike who
participated in the “Don’t Laugh At Me”’
programs agreed that the programs were ef-
fective, enjoyable, and positively influenced
the academic and character education of the
children;

Whereas the success of Operation Respect
and the ‘““Don’t Laugh At Me” programs has
been recognized by the National Conference
of State Legislatures and various edu-
cational associations, including the National
Association of Elementary School Prin-
cipals, the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, the American As-
sociation of School Administrators, the
Council of Great City Colleges of Education,
the National Education Association, the
Council of Great City Schools, the American
School Counselors Association, the National
School Boards Association, the National
Middle School Association, and the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers; and

Whereas the National Conference of State
Legislatures passed a resolution on August
12, 2001, encouraging funding and other sup-
port from States for professional develop-
ment of educators in this arena and recog-
nizing the contributions of Operation Re-
spect in advancing State legislative initia-
tives to expand social and emotional learn-
ing and character education programs: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Operation Respect and the
“Don’t Laugh At Me” program are com-
mended for their major contributions to the
sound academic focus, character develop-
ment, and improved physical safety of chil-
dren throughout the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 161.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 161,
which commends Operation Respect,
the ““Don’t Laugh At Me’’ programs’ ef-
forts to provide character education.

I would like to take this opportunity
to commend the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) and the
gentleman  from California  (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) for their efforts to draw
attention to the importance of char-
acter education programs in our
schools.

In 2001, Congress recognized the im-
portance of character education pro-
grams like Operation Respect when we
passed the No Child Left Behind Act.
This landmark legislation contains the
partnerships in character education
program that provide grants for char-
acter education programs that empha-
size academic achievement and focuses
on elements such as citizenship, re-
spect, responsibility, and  trust-
worthiness.

As some may know, Operation Re-
spect is a nonprofit organization that
assists schools, after-school programs,
and summer camps in their efforts to
create safe and respectful environ-
ments for students and teachers. Spe-
cifically, Operation Respect utilizes
music and video, along with a conflict-
resolution curriculum, to help address
the problems of bullying and teasing
among elementary and middle school
youth.

Operation Respect also recognizes
the importance of professional develop-
ment by offering workshops designed
to provide educators with the tools
that they need to effectively imple-
ment character education programs. In
fact, over 18,000 teachers have partici-
pated in 230 “Don’t Laugh At Me”’
workshops in 27 States throughout the
United States.

I would also like to commend Oper-
ation Respect for their efforts to lever-
age the private sector support for their
programs. Through the cooperative ef-
forts of community-based organiza-
tions, schools, and the private sector,
students are better able to understand
the importance of acting responsibly
and treating one another with respect.

Again, | am pleased to recognize the
achievements of Operation Respect and
the ““Don’t Laugh At Me” programs,
and | urge that Members support this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, |
ance of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume.

Madam Speaker, | am very pleased
that the House of Representatives
today is considering my resolution to
honor the outstanding program that is

reserve the bal-
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working with school districts, camps,
teachers, and students across America
to promote the healthy social and emo-
tional development of children.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) for his co-
sponsorship of this legislation and for
his own strong support of Operation
Respect. The gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) was respon-
sible for arranging for Peter Yarrow to
visit the Republican Conference last
year to talk about this program and to
sing some of the songs, an achievement
that deserves recognition in the House
as well.

I also want to thank my cosponsors
for their support of this resolution,
particularly the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY), who is a strong sup-
porter of character education programs
in the Labor-HHS appropriations bill in
recent years.

Lastly, | thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER) and his staff for
their assistance in having this resolu-
tion placed before the House expedi-
tiously.

Most of us here are familiar with the
“Don’t Laugh At Me’ program. Last
year, its founder and tireless advocate,
Peter Yarrow of the legendary trio
Peter, Paul and Mary, spoke to both
the Republican Conference and the
Democratic Caucus about the necessity
for, and the success of, this program.
Many of us have seen him as he has ap-
peared before dozens of school boards,
teacher organizations, parents groups
throughout this Nation promoting
sound emotional development and tol-
erance among our children.

We are all painfully aware of the im-
ages, language and experiences of chil-
dren that assault their self-esteem,
their attitudes toward others and their
sense of compassion and tolerance.
From bullying in the schoolyards to
the lyrics of many popular songs, to
the violence in film and news broad-
casts, young children in our society,
and adults too, are assaulted by mes-
sages and images of intolerance, bru-
tality, victimization, and bias. Any
reasonable person must be concerned
about the impact of those values on
these young children, now and
throughout their lives. And we were
concerned that they be taught alter-
native values that help us build closer
personal relationships and stronger
communities.

Fortunately, there are efforts and in-
stitutions that are effectively pro-
moting positive values and respect, tol-
erance and understanding and compas-
sion. Our churches and synagogues
play that role. Programs like Head
Start and after-school programs and
sports and cultural experiences heavily
influence children as well.

The character education programs
that this Congress has been funding in
recent years have similarly made great
contributions.

One of the innovations enjoying
great popularity and success and which
we honor today by the passage of this
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resolution is Operation Respect.
Through the diligent efforts of Peter
Yarrow and many educators, psycholo-
gists and advocates that work with
him, Operation Respect has conducted
over 230 workshops throughout the Na-
tion reaching over 18,000 educators in
27 States. Tens of thousands of copies
of its professionally developed cur-
riculum have been distributed to teach-
ers in after-school programs and camp
operators and others who are similarly
committed to making a difference in
the lives of these children. Teachers
love this program and have given it
their strong endorsement. And today
we should add the United States House
of Representatives to that list saluting
this great effort on behalf of America’s
children and America’s best values.

Lastly, I would like to note that
Steve Seskin, the composer of the song
“Don’t Laugh At Me,” which has in-
spired Mr. Yarrow’s efforts, is a resi-
dent of my congressional district. Mr.
Seskin is a very highly respected com-
poser and recording artist as well in
the folk and country venues; and in
this case his music has helped to in-
spire a movement that is having dra-
matic and beneficial effects on millions
of young Americans. And | appreciate
the support of all Members of this
House on the resolution.

Madam Speaker, | am very pleased that the
House of Representatives today is considering
my resolution to honor an outstanding pro-
gram that is working with school districts,
camps, teachers and students across America
to promote the health social and emotional de-
velopment of children.

| want to thank DUKE CUNNINGHAM for his
co-sponsorship of this legislation and for his
own strong support for Operation respect.
Congressman CUNNINGHAM was responsible
for arranging for Peter Yarrow to visit the Re-
publican Conference last year to talk about
this program and sing a few songs, and that
achievement deserves the recognition of the
House as well.

| also want to thank my other co-sponsors
for their support for this Resolution, and par-
ticularly, Mr. OBEY for his strong support of
character education programs and the Labor-
HHS appropriations bill in recent years.

Lastly, my thanks to Chairman JOHN
BOEHNER and his staff for their assistance in
having this Resolution placed before the
House expeditiously.

Most of us are already familiar with the
“Don’t Laugh At Me” program. Last year, its
founder and tireless advocate, Peter Yarrow of
the legendary trio Peter, Paul and Mary, spoke
to both the Republican Conference and the
Democratic Caucus about the necessity for,
and the success of, this program.

Many of us have seen him as he has also
appeared before dozens of school boards,
teacher organizations, parent groups and oth-
ers throughout the nation promoting sound
emotional development and tolerance among
out children.

We all are painfully aware of the images,
language and experiences of children that as-
sault their self-image, their attitudes towards
others, and their sense of compassion and tol-
erance. From bullying in school yards to the
lyrics of many popular songs to violence in
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film and news broadcasts, young children in
our society—and adults, too—are assaulted by
messages and images of intolerance, brutality,
victimization and bias. Any reasonable person
must be concerned about the impact of those
values on these young people now and
throughout their lives, and we are concerned
that they be taught alternative values that help
us to build closer personal relationships and
stronger communities.

These concerns have great immediacy. Just
last week, there was yet another example of
terrible school violence. A study of school vio-
lence in California recently concluded that
“alienated and disaffected young people are
escaping the attention of families, friends and
teachers until they explode.” Meanwhile, pro-
grams like boot camps, may enjoy public ap-
proval but consume huge amounts of money
and do not have a record of success.

Fortunately, there are efforts and institutions
that are effectively promoting positive values
of respect, tolerance, understanding and com-
passion. Our churches and synagogues play
that role; programs like Head Start and after-
school programs and sports and cultural expe-
riences heavily influence children as well. The
character education programs that this Con-
gress has been funding in recent years have
similarly made great contributions.

One of the innovations that has enjoyed
great popularity and success, and which we
honor today by the passage of this resolution,
is Operation Respect. Through the diligent ef-
forts of Peter Yarrow and many other edu-
cators, psychologists and advocates who work
with him, Operation Respect has conducted
230 workshops throughout the nation, reach-
ing over 18,000 educators in 27 states. Tens
of thousands of copies of its professionally-de-
veloped curriculum have been distributed to
teachers, after-school programs, camp opera-
tors and others who are similarly committed to
making a difference in the lives of these chil-
dren.

As H. Res. 161 states, the “Don’t Laugh At
Me” program “increases mutual respect and
fellowship among hundreds of thousands of el-
ementary school children, creating an environ-
ment for students that improves focus on their
schoolwork and encourages social and emo-
tional growth.” Evaluations of the program
have found overwhelming support for its mes-
sage among teachers, parents and students
alike, as well as increased tolerance and a re-
duction in such negative behaviors such as
bullying.

Among professional educators and others,
Operation Respect has enjoyed similar popu-
larity. Operation Respect and the “Don't
Laugh At Me” program has been recognized
by the National Conference of State Legisla-
tures, the National Association of Elementary
School Principals, the National Association of
Secondary School Principals, the American
Association of School Administrators, the
Council of Great City Colleges and Education,
the National Education Association, the Coun-
cil of Great City Schools, the American School
Counselors Association, the National School
Boards Association, the National Middle
School Association, and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers.

Teachers love this program; here's a rep-
resentative comments from a teacher in south-
western Virginia: Over the years | have used
many approaches and programs, all of which
have good points. “Don’t Laugh At Me” en-
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compasses all those strong points into one
easy to use program. I've seen a difference in
my class even though we have only used it for
a few months. One of the biggest benefits is
the dialog that comes from using the program.
The kids love the CD and found the video to
be very powerful. Now that | have had a
chance to use “Don’'t Laugh At Me” and see
its benefits, | will be doing a presentation to
our staff about it. | guess | sound like a com-
mercial, but | honestly loves this program!

Today, we should add the United States
House of Representatives to that list saluting
this great effort on behalf of America’s children
and America’s best values.

Lastly, | would like to note that Steve
Seskin, the composer of the song “Don't
Laugh At Me” which inspired Mr. Yarrow's ef-
forts, is a resident of my Congressional dis-
trict. Mr. Seskin is a very highly respected
composer and recording artist, well known in
the folk and country venues, and in this case,
his music has helped to inspire a movement
that is having dramatic and beneficial effects
on millions of young Americans.

| appreciate the support of all Members for
this Resolution today.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. CUNNINGHAM), a prior
member of our committee.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) and | quite often get
in a rhubarb right here on the House
floor on issues. This is one we agree on.
And | am a hawk. | am a conservative.
Well, maybe not a hawk, maybe a well-
armed dove; but | was asked to go to an
event and hear a man speak. And |
said, Who is speaking? And they said,
Peter Yarrow. And | said, Who is Peter
Yarrow? And they said, You know,
Peter, Paul and Mary. And | said, I am
not going to go listen to that anti-war,
left-wing guy. And | went. And | want
to tell Members something. Coming
from a conservative and a hawk, he is
one of the nicest guys | have ever met
in my life.
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His heart is true. His politics are ter-
rible. I would say extremely wrong.
And | disagree with my colleague on
tax rates, as well as with Peter Yarrow.
But | want to say this: Peter Yarrow is
doing this not for money but for the
profound belief that there is a better
way to reach out to children.

Maybe music does bring people to-
gether because | have another ‘“‘left
wing’’ friend in Steven Stills, as a mat-
ter of fact, | think he was one of the
heads of the DNC and yet we are still
good friends. Aviation brought us to-
gether and music brought us together
as well.

Madam Speaker, | want to read
something. This is the song *‘“‘Don’t
Laugh at Me,” and | would like every
single Member, and Madam Speaker,
you too, to listen to this.

“I'm a little boy with glasses, the
one they call a geek.” Remember that
in school? | do. ““A little girl who never
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smiles cuz | got braces on my teeth and
I know how it feels to cry myself to
sleep. I am that kid on every play-
ground, who’s always chosen last.”
That was me. ““A single teenage mother
trying to overcome her past. You don’t
have to be my friend if it’s too much to
ask. Don’t laugh at me, don’t call me
names, don’t get your pleasure from
my pain. In God’s eyes, we’re all the
same. Some day we’ll all have perfect
wings. Don’t laugh at me.

“I’m a cripple on a corner, you pass
me on the street. I wouldn’t be out
here begging if | had enough to eat.
And don’t think | don’t notice that our
eyes never meet. | lost my wife and lit-
tle boy when someone crossed that yel-
low line. The day we laid ’'em in the
ground was the day | lost my mind.”’

And the song goes on and on, Madam
Speaker. Peter Yarrow’s idea is that
maybe in Columbine, where one of the
worst things we did was we took the
young men that knew about the young
man that went in and killed a bunch of
students was arrested, and they drove
him out further, but Peter Yarrow’s
idea is that we are all the same yet we
are all different.

I look at Gary Condit on this House
floor. Many of us tried to befriend Gary
Condit. Think about how he must have
felt. 1 think we need to think about
those kinds of things as individuals
when we see people that are outside. In
our major military institutions, the
Naval Academy, the Air Force Acad-
emy, we will find each year that some-
one takes a dive off the top of a build-
ing. They have found that in most
cases the individual has isolated them-
selves away from the rest of his group.

Maybe in Columbine, instead of the
young men that had been ostracized
from their group, maybe if they had
been brought back into the group, the
suicides and things like Columbine
maybe would not have happened.

Madam Speaker, this is endorsed by
every major school institution we take
a look at. When | went through POW
training in Eglin Air Force Base, one of
the things they showed us was that if
someone was going over to the other
side, the enemy side, instead of chas-
tising that person, you reach out to
bring them in, to bring them into your
group, to make them feel whole. That
is what this program does.

I want to thank my friend, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER), and my Republican colleague
for supporting this, as well as the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY),
who is a good friend who knows Peter
Yarrow very well, and I ask my col-
leagues, Madam Speaker, to support
this.

This is about a program that | be-
lieve in and that is going to help not
only children, but adults all over the
United States.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume to thank the
gentleman for his remarks. The fact
that he and | are working together on
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this, when we disagree on so many
other issues, is in the spirit of this pro-
gram. And as our great former Speak-
er, Tip O’Neill, used to say, you have to
be able to disagree around here and not
be disagreeable. | am working on that
talent, but | have not achieved it yet.
But this is in that spirit.

Madam Speaker, | yield such time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. FROST).

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Madam Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time, and | am here today to express
my support for House Resolution 161
honoring Peter Yarrow’s Operation Re-
spect and ‘“‘Don’t Laugh at Me” pro-
grams. These important programs are
designed to promote compassion and
tolerance among children in after-
school programs and summer camps.

I first met Peter Yarrow some years
ago and became better acquainted with
him when | served as co-chair of the Bi-
partisan Task Force on Youth Vio-
lence. And during the last Congress,
when | was Chair of the Democratic
Caucus, | arranged for Peter to appear
before our caucus and make a presen-
tation about his program, and it was an
extraordinary presentation.

One of the things our task force
heard from youth violence experts was
the extremely harmful effect of bul-
lying and ridiculing among young peo-
ple. The goals of these important pro-
grams are aimed at making sure the
tragedies of Columbine never occur
again. They seek to build an environ-
ment of respect so that our children
will grow to be kind to others and fos-
ter positive social relationships
throughout their lives.

Several years ago, | witnessed first-
hand the positive impact this program
can have. Peter Yarrow held a concert
as a part of the ‘““Don’t Laugh at Me”’
summer program, a program that
served more than 2 million campers
that summer. As part of the event,
children came up on the stage to call
for greater compassion and respect and
to declare their commitment to ending
bullying and ridiculing. It was a power-
ful display, and I am so glad this reso-
lution is on the floor today.

I commend the ““Don’t Laugh at Me”’
and Operation Respect programs. They
are truly unique, and they make a dif-
ference by encouraging greater toler-
ance among classmates while making
the classroom environment more con-
ducive to learning and improving aca-
demic performance. That is why | urge
my colleagues to vote in favor of this
resolution.

Let us honor a truly great program
and the men and women who work so
hard to make a positive impact on our
children’s lives.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
| thank both the gentleman from Ne-
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vada and my colleague from California
for offering this resolution in support
of Operation Respect and the “Don’t
Laugh at Me”’ program. | feel so privi-
leged to have not only heard the pres-
entation, the incredible voice, and the
power of Peter Yarrow, as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) said, part of Peter, Paul
and Mary group, sing this, but the way
that it resonates in one’s heart when
you hear it, and | am sure in the minds
of school children who welcome the
words of tolerance and respect that are
in this song written by Steve Seskin.

The program is to create the sound
emotional development, the personal
growth, the physical safety of our chil-
dren, to promote antibullying and com-
passion and tolerance among children.
The gentleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) began to read some of the
lyrics that are in this song, and we can
just picture that wonderful voice of
Peter Yarrow, so let me once again add
a few more words in this song.

“Don’t laugh at me, don’t call me
names, don’t get your pleasure from
my pain. In God’s eyes we’re all the
same. Some day we’ll all have perfect
wings. Don’t laugh at me. I'm fat, I'm
thin, I'm short, I’'m tall, I'm deaf, I'm
blind. Hey aren’t we all. Don’t laugh at
me. Don’t call me names. Don’t get
your pleasure from my pain. In God’s
eyes we’re all the same. Some day we’ll
all have perfect wings. Don’t laugh at
me.”’

In 2002, Operation Respect began
shifting its strategy from making pres-
entations to a lot of these educational
organizations to fostering systemic and
sustainable implementation of its own
programs as well as long-term com-
prehensive character education and so-
cial and emotional learning by opening
State affiliates around the country.
Now there are affiliates in California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Illi-
nois, where | am from, and Ohio.

In Illinois, it is headed up by this
wonderful woman, Flora LeZar, who
was Executive Director of Operation
Respect. She is helping, and | am work-
ing with them, to set up this program
in Illinois identifying supporters in and
around Chicago. And we are now in dis-
cussions with Columbia College’s Office
of Community Arts Partnerships, as
well as an Evanston-based, that is my
hometown, arts and education founda-
tion, the Shanti Foundation, to part-
ner in the implementation of ‘“‘Don’t
Laugh at Me”’ in several Chicago public
schools.

I am looking forward to one of the
schools in my district, an elementary
school called Boone School, we are
hoping that that school will have the
benefit of the don’t laugh at me pro-
gram.

Finally, let me just say this. Our
world today is so marked by mistrust,
where there is so much intolerance
around the globe and here at home as
well; a failure to really understand
each other’s cultures. In a country like
the United States of America, which is
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so wonderful because of its diversity,
because we have so many people and
children with different values that
come to our public schools, that is our
strength. But we need to help develop
an appreciation of that in our children.
It prepares them to be adults and lead-
ers in a world that embraces diversity,
that understands the differences among
people and then can work to bring us
all together for a world of peace and
harmony.

So this is more than just a little pro-
gram or one song, this is a philosophy
of education and really a philosophy
about the way that all of us should live
our lives. So | congratulate Peter
Yarrow and Operation Respect and the
“Don’t Laugh at Me’” program. | am
just happy to be able to support this
resolution and to be part of advancing
this effort.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker, | yield myself such
time as | may consume to thank the
gentlewoman for her remarks, and to
thank again the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BOEHNER) for his help in getting
this legislation to the floor; to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM) for his cosponsorship and
his support for this program; to our
speakers this afternoon in support of
this resolution; and the gentleman
from Nevada for taking time out to
bring this to the floor this afternoon
under suspensions.

Finally, I want to thank my very
long-time dear friend, Peter Yarrow,
for all the time and the effort that he
has taken on behalf of the children of
this Nation to promote their healthy
development and their emotional sta-
bility. He has reached out to so many
people across this country and made
them aware of this effort, of this need
on behalf of our children. It is a won-
derful gift that he has given to the
children of this Nation, to the edu-
cators of this Nation, to caregivers in
all different settings for our children,
and | just really want to thank him for
that effort. 1 am honored to sponsor
this legislation, and | want to thank
the House for giving us time to bring it
to their attention and | ask my col-
leagues to support it.

Madam Speaker, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, House Resolution 161, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Resolution
recognizing the achievements of Oper-
ation Respect and the ‘Don’t Laugh At
Me’ programs.”.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMENDING AND SUPPORTING
EFFORTS OF STUDENTS IN FREE
ENTERPRISE (SIFE)

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 107) commending and
supporting the efforts of Students in
Free Enterprise (SIFE), the world’s
preeminent collegiate free enterprise
organization, and its president, Alvin
Rohrs, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 107

Whereas the Nation knows the importance
of supporting free market thinking and the
entrepreneurial spirit;

Whereas Students in Free Enterprise
(SIFE) is the world’s preeminent collegiate
free enterprise organization, and provides
leadership training, regional, national, and
international competitions, and career op-
portunity fairs for thousands of university
and college students;

Whereas SIFE provides university and col-
lege students the best opportunity to make a
difference and to develop leadership, team-
work, and communication skills through
learning, practicing, and teaching the prin-
ciples of free enterprise;

Whereas SIFE is a force in promoting
international business awareness, through
its operation in more than 33 countries of
the world, including former Soviet republics
and China;

Whereas SIFE is active on more than 1,400
university and college campuses worldwide,
involving students and faculties in chal-
lenging competitions;

Whereas SIFE promotes the entrepre-
neurial spirit while reinforcing good business
practice;

Whereas SIFE encourages teamwork and
education through participation in learning
projects and provides a competitive frame-
work that prepares students for business;

Whereas SIFE gives students a forum to
interact with potential employers, as well as
providing formal career fairs and informa-
tion;

Whereas SIFE depends upon the support
and involvement of members of the faculty,
whose advice and commitment are essential;
and

Whereas SIFE benefits from the wider
business community, which appreciates
SIFE’s importance in shaping business
thinking in free enterprise: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends and supports the efforts of
Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE), the
world’s preeminent collegiate free enterprise
organization.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 107.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?
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There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.
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Madam Speaker, | rise in support of
H. Res. 107. This resolution recognizes
the unique and important opportuni-
ties provided by the international orga-
nization Students in Free Enterprise.
Active on more than 1,400 college and
university campuses and more than 33
countries, SIFE collegiate teams im-
prove the quality of life and the stand-
ard of living around the world by
teaching the principles of market eco-
nomics, entrepreneurship, business
ethnics, and personal finance success.
Currently, there are over 15,000 stu-
dents involved with the SIFE chapter.

Since 1975, SIFE college teams have
been invited to attend leadership train-
ing programs where they learn the
principles of free enterprise and de-
velop leadership skills. Students return
to their respective campuses where
they conduct free enterprise outreach
projects in their communities. Ulti-
mately, the SIFE experience works to
provide college and university students
with the opportunity to make a dif-
ference in their local communities and
develop leadership, teamwork and com-
munication skills, skills that are im-
portant to lifelong career success.

The postsecondary education experi-
ence is enriched when students have
the opportunity to apply what they
have learned in the classroom to the
world around them. SIFE chapters are
a means by which college students can
expand their knowledge of the free en-
terprise system, compete in inter-
national competitions, and work in
their local communities.

Our Nation is facing a time of eco-
nomic challenge. The growth and
strength of the SIFE collegiate chap-
ters and the escalating interest in the
entrepreneurial spirit and sound busi-
ness practices encourage me. Recogni-
tion is in order for the international
organizations, Students in Free Enter-
prise, their board, and the individual
chapters. | am happy to join the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
in honoring these organizations for
their accomplishments. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Students in Free Enterprise for
their dedication and outstanding work.
SIFE provides leadership training, re-
gional competitions, and opportunity
fairs for thousands of college students.

Established in 1975, Students in Free
Enterprise has rapidly grown to in-
clude more than 790 campuses nation-
wide, and now includes participants
from 35 countries. Throughout the
years and as the number of students
grew, the mission of SIFE has re-
mained the same: to provide college
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and university students the best oppor-
tunity to make a difference and to de-
velop leadership, teamwork, and com-
munication skills through learning,
practicing, and teaching the principles
of free enterprise.

With the number of corporate scan-
dals and the high levels of distrust that
is emanating from the business world
today, SIFE gives a light of hope that
our business leaders of tomorrow will
have a solid understanding of prin-
ciples and values and bring them into
the business world.

SIFE also encourages and dem-
onstrates to college students the im-
portance of community outreach. Col-
lege students across the Nation partici-
pate in such programs that encourage
the understanding of the responsible
use of debit and credit cards and events
that go into the local schools like
Teach A Child About Business Week.

The Students in Free Enterprise
teams are learning important lessons
that will help them in their adult lives,
but it is more important that these
students and the SIFE teams are ex-
tending their knowledge to their fami-
lies, classmates, and neighbors.

Madam Speaker, there are 25 colleges
and universities in Illinois that partici-
pate and have SIFE teams. | am very
proud and very pleased that two of the
25 are institutions with whom 1| have
close and deep roots. One of them is
Malcolm X College, where | have
taught courses and where we hold
many of our town hall meetings and
other community outreach activities;
and the other is Chicago State Univer-
sity where | was privileged to earn a
master’s degree and have been asked to
give their commencement address this
year on June 7. Both are outstanding
institutions, one in my congressional
district and one not.

So once again | would like to con-
gratulate Students in Free Enterprise
for providing young people with the op-
portunity to make a difference and pro-
viding leadership training and inspir-
ing young people to do what is right in
both their personal and business lives.
This is an excellent program. I com-
mend the gentleman from Arkansas
(Mr. BoozMAN) for its introduction.

Madam Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN).

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in strong support of H. Res.
107, a resolution commending and sup-
porting the efforts of Students in Free
Enterprise, and | thank the gentleman
for bringing this resolution forward.

Madam Speaker, | authored this reso-
lution with the strong support of the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT)
to recognize Students in Free Enter-
prise, more commonly known as SIFE.
SIFE is a nonprofit organization start-
ed in 1975, which seeks to instill in col-
lege students a greater appreciation
for, and understanding of, the free en-
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terprise system. Students in Free En-
terprise has grown to become one of
the largest university-based organiza-
tions in the world. SIFE teams are ac-
tive on more than 1,400 college and uni-
versity campuses in 33 countries
around the world. In my home State of
Arkansas, we have SIFE teams on 18
university and college campuses. It is
wonderful to see the opportunities that
SIFE has provided to students across
Arkansas.

Working together as a team and
through the mentorship of faculty ad-
visers, SIFE students apply their class-
room experiences to develop and imple-
ment educational outreach programs
that teach individuals in their commu-
nities the principles of market econom-
ics, entrepreneurship, personal finan-
cial success, and business ethics.

Madam Speaker, | will insert into the
RECORD a copy of an article published
by the Wall Street Journal on January
14, 2003, entitled ‘““Program Puts Col-
lege Students on Business-Leadership
Paths.”” The article details a student
who was the first in her family to go
beyond high school and entered college
with a vague dream of being a real es-
tate broker. While attending commu-
nity college, she found SIFE and went
on to compete against other SIFE
teams on the regional and national
level. This former student has finished
her bachelor’s degree and is now the
manager of the Washington, D.C. office
of KPMG.

Thousands of success stories just like
this one are associated with SIFE and
the efforts of their president, Alvin
Rohrs. Mr. Rohrs is to be personally
commended. Alvin Rohrs has been
SIFE’s president and chief executive
officer since 1983. He successfully re-
versed the organization’s fortunes by
seeking a diverse board of directors to
energize the organization.

Rohrs was a SIFE chapter adviser at
Southwest Baptist University in Mis-
souri in 1983 when SIFE’s national
board hired him to try to reverse the
organization’s fortunes.

SIFE started with a bang in 1975, but
lost its spark in the early 1980s as the
U.S. economy faltered and SIFE’s
backers, large industrial corporations,
cut their contributions. The roster of
SIFE schools had shrunk from 100 in
1981 to 18 two years later. To get the
energy back, Rohrs sought influential
board members from half a dozen mem-
bers in 1983. SIFE’s Free Enterprise
Dream Team, what most of us would
call a board of directors, now numbers
more than 200 strong. Their board is
comprised of presidents and CEOs from
a wide variety of corporations, includ-
ing Wal-Mart, Black & Decker,
Valvoline, and American Greetings;
and neither Rohrs nor his board be-
lieves the organization is close to
reaching its potential.

Madam Speaker, | commend Mr.
Rohrs on his 20-year anniversary as
president of SIFE, and | recognize the
incredible organization that has made
a difference in the lives of millions. |
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encourage my colleagues to vote their
support of H. Res. 107.

The aforementioned article is as fol-
lows:

[From the Wall Street Journal, Jan. 14, 2003]

PROGRAM PUTS COLLEGE STUDENTS ON
BUSINESS-LEADERSHIP PATHS

When Carole Clay Withers enrolled at Wal-
ters State Community College in Morris-
town, TN, 15 years ago, she had never flown
in an airplane or eaten in a restaurant with
tablecloths. The first member of her family
to go beyond high school, she wanted to see
more of the world than her native rural Ten-
nessee and had a vague dream of becoming a
real-estate broker.

Then she found SIFE, or Students in Free
Enterprise. When her economics professor
talked up the nonprofit organization, based
in Springfield, MO, as a place where she
could learn about business firsthand by
doing entrepreneurial projects with fellow
students, ‘I flew down the hall to sign up,”
says Ms. Withers.

Her five-person SIFE team taught business
concepts to elementary-school students by
creating coloring books that showed how
crops planted in the region eventually were
marketed and sold world-wide.

The team competed against other college
SIFE teams in regional and national con-
tests, where they were judged by corporate
executives. “When my team made it to the
finals at the national championship in Kan-
sas City, and | stood on the stage fielding
questions from the judges, | felt my life had
changed,” says Ms. Withers. “‘I realized that
if 1 could answer all the questions being
posed by some of the country’s most power-
ful executives, | had what | needed to become
an executive myself.”

She completed her bachelor’s degree in ac-
counting and now is a manager at the Wash-
ington, DC, office of KPMG. ““If not for SIFE,
I would probably be working in a low-paid
factory job,”” she says.

SIFE is offering a lesson all good managers
should help to teach: that business is a part
of the fabric of every community, that it is
a skill that needs to be learned by everyone
to some degree in order to survive, and that
the smallest venture can have world-wide
reach.

SIFE has chapters at 797 colleges nation-
wide and more than 500 schools overseas,
providing opportunities for students who
come from modest backgrounds and have lit-
tle exposure to big business. It has spread to
elite campuses such as Notre Dame and Har-
vard in recent years, but its roots are in
smaller schools in the Midwest and South.

Yet its mission—igniting an early passion
for business innovation and leadership by
challenging students to launch projects in
their communities—is global in scope and so-
phisticated in its approach. ‘““We encourage
students to take what they learn in an eco-
nomics class and use it to show others how
free enterprise can improve lives,” says
Alvin Rohrs, president and chief executive of
SIFE.

Last year, five SIFE students from the
University of Ghana, in Accra, taught 20 vil-
lages in Kpomkpo how to make soap from lo-
cally available coconut and palm oil. Pro-
duction began after three weeks of training,
with help from Ghana’s women’s ministry.
The initial trainees have since trained oth-
ers, launching a cottage industry.

Founded 23 years ago, SIFE received much-
needed help from Wal-Mart founder Sam
Walton and his then-chief operating officer,
Jack Shewmaker, in the mid-1980s. “‘It devel-
oped just like Wal-Mart, in small towns that
didn’t have a lot of other resources,” says
Jack Kahl, former CEO of Cleveland-based



April 29, 2003

Henkel Consumer Adhesives and a longtime
SIFE board member.

Over the past decade, SIFE has expanded
rapidly and recruited almost 200 executives
to its board, currently headed by Thomas
Coughlin, president and CEO of Wal-Mart.
Some other companies represented on the
board are 3M, Black & Decker, Coca-Cola,
AT&T, ConAgra, Nestle and Pfizer. Along
with judging regional, national and the
international World Cup SIFE competitions,
board members farm talent from SIFE
teams. Some 35 percent of management
trainees hired by Wal-Mart are SIFE alumni.
RadioShack in another heavy recruiter.

Luke Robinson, who last year earned an
M.B.A. from La Sierra University, Riverside,
Calif., says his experience as president of the
school’s SIFE team from 2000 to 2002 altered
his ambitions. “‘l went from being a back-of-
fice, analytic accounting type to being quite
at ease in front of large crowds and wanting
a front-room leadership position,’’he says.

His team, which won the World Cup cham-
pionship last year, launched more than a
dozen projects, including a child-care busi-
ness course in Riverside that helped about
200 welfare mothers establish day-care busi-
nesses; a campus cleaning business; a cow
bank in Karandi, India, which purchased 20
milking cows for families to help start a
small dairy business; and a llama bank in
Peru.

““As a student you’re often discounted as
wet behind the ears, but in SIFE we came up
with ideas and showed they could work,”
says Mr. Robinson, a grants manager for La
Sierra’s business school and a consultant to
small businesses in the area. ‘““In SIFE, | got
project-management experience that lots of
people don’t get until they’ve been working
for 5 or 10 years. And most beneficial of all,
I learned how to talk to people and interact
with them.”

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

I am pleased to be here with the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN)
to recognize this important institu-
tion. Free enterprise and what free en-
terprise means to the world is best
learned at the earliest possible time,
and that is exactly what Students in
Free Enterprise does. It is located in
my district in Springfield, Missouri,
but is truly all over the world. There
are over 1,400 chapters in 33 different
countries; and in many of those coun-
tries, the SIFE chapter, the Students
in Free Enterprise chapter, becomes
the first time the door is really opened
in the lives of many students to the
whole idea of free enterprise, the whole
idea of a competitive system and indi-
viduals who are able to move forward
largely based on their own capacity
and their own talents.

SIFE offers students the opportuni-
ties to develop leadership, to develop
teamwork, to develop communication
skills through learning, practicing,
through teaching principles of free en-
terprise that are valuable in improving
the standard of living for millions of
people in the world.

SIFE chapters compete against each
other in national and now even inter-
national competitions to see which
chapters can come up with the most
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competitive ways to talk about and to
expand the concepts of free enterprise.
This is an idea that is supported by
businesses around the globe. More than
185 top corporate executives sit on
SIFE’s board of directors. That board
is led by Alvin Rohrs, who has given 20
years of his life toward growing this or-
ganization from literally a handful of
campus units in America to 1,400 uni-
versities in 33 different countries.

SIFE teams teach important con-
cepts through educational outreach
projects. They teach market econom-
ics, entrepreneurship, personal and fi-
nancial success, business ethics, and
benefit their community as they plan
for the future of their community.

Each year SIFE competitions are
held worldwide, drawing together thou-
sands of students, all of whom are
there to honor one concept, the con-
cept of free enterprise, the concept of
capitalism, the concept that we have
such a great opportunity through SIFE
and many other ways to demonstrate
in the world today. | am pleased to join
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
BoozmAN) as he encourages our col-
leagues to adopt this resolution hon-
oring Students in Free Enterprise.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
| yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 107, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘“‘Resolution
commending and supporting the efforts
of Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE),
the world’s preeminent collegiate free
enterprise organization.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING CHARTER
SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES FOR THEIR ONGOING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 204) congratu-
lating charter schools across the
United States, and the students, par-
ents, teachers, and administrators of
such schools, for their ongoing con-
tributions to education, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 204

Whereas charter schools across the United
States deliver high-quality education and
challenge students to reach their potential;

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public entity to
respond to the needs of communities, fami-
lies, and students and to promote the prin-
ciples of quality, choice, and innovation;

Whereas, in exchange for the flexibility
and autonomy given to charter schools, they
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are held accountable by their sponsors for
improving student achievement and for their
financial and other administrative oper-
ations;

Whereas 39 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas almost 2,700 charter schools are
now operating in 36 States, the District of
Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico and serving nearly 700,000 students;

Whereas the Congress has appropriated
nearly $1,000,000,000 for the costs of planning,
startup, implementation, and information
dissemination associated with charter
schools since the initial authorization in 1994
of the Federal charter school grant program
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965;

Whereas an additional $50,000,000 in Fed-
eral appropriations has now been approved to
help address the facilities’ financing needs of
charter schools;

Whereas charter schools can be vehicles for
improving student achievement for students
who attend them, for stimulating change and
improvement in all public schools, and for
benefiting all public school students;

Whereas charter schools must meet the
student achievement accountability require-
ments included by the No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 in the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 in the same manner as
other public schools, and often set higher
and additional individual goals, to ensure
that they are of high quality and truly ac-
countable to the public;

Whereas charter schools give parents new
freedom to choose their public school, char-
ter schools routinely measure parental satis-
faction levels, and charter schools must
prove their ongoing and increasing success
to parents, policymakers, and their commu-
nities;

Whereas nearly 70 percent of charter
schools report having a waiting list, and the
total number of students on all such waiting
lists is enough to fill another 1,000 average-
sized charter schools;

Whereas students in charter schools na-
tionwide have demographic characteristics
similar to students in all public schools;

Whereas charter schools in many States
serve significant numbers of students from
families with lower incomes, minority stu-
dents, and students with disabilities, and, in
a majority of charter schools, almost one-
half of the students are considered at-risk or
are former dropouts;

Whereas the fourth annual National Char-
ter Schools Week is being celebrated from
April 28, 2003, to May 2, 2003, and is an event
sponsored by charter schools and grassroots
charter school organizations across the
United States to recognize the significant
impacts, achievements, and innovations of
the Nation’s charter schools; and

Whereas charter schools have enjoyed
broad bipartisan support from the Adminis-
tration, the Congress, State Governors,
State legislatures, educators, and parents
across the United States: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That

(1) the House of Representatives acknowl-
edges and commends the charter school
movement, charter schools across the United
States, and the students, parents, teachers,
and administrators of such schools, for their
ongoing contributions to education and to
improving and strengthening the public
school system of the United States;

(2) the House of Representatives supports
the fourth annual National Charter Schools
Week; and

(3) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the President should issue
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a proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to conduct appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities to dem-
onstrate support for charter schools during
this week-long celebration in communities
throughout the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. PORTER) and the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 204.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nevada?

There was no objection.

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 204.
This resolution honors the Nation’s
charter schools, their students, par-
ents, teachers, and administrators for
their outstanding education of our
children. This week, from April 28
through May 2, charter school organi-
zations are honoring the schools for
their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation.

[ 1500

I am pleased to honor the 13 charter
schools in Nevada that serve nearly
3,000 students. The legislation | co-au-
thored was passed in the State of Ne-
vada in 1997 and was revised in 1999,
lending teachers more room for cre-
ativity and the ability to offer and ex-
tend school days as well as the school
year. This Friday | will have the oppor-
tunity to showcase one of them: The
Andre Agassi College Preparatory
Academy located in Las Vegas, Nevada.
The Academy’s curriculum focuses on
technology and college preparation
while introducing cultural activities
and expanded involvement in commu-
nity affairs. Currently the Andre
Agassi College Preparatory Academy
instructs grades 3 through 5 and will
add one grade level per year through to
grade 12. I commend the school and
principal Wayne Tanaka, as well as the
other charter schools in the State of
Nevada for recognizing the immense
need for improved education and their
commitment to improving student
achievement for students who attend
these schools.

The Nation’s charter schools deliver
high-quality education and challenge
students to reach their potential. Thir-
ty-nine States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico have passed laws authorizing
charter schools. Now almost 2,700 char-
ter schools serve nearly 700,000 stu-
dents in 36 States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico. In exchange for flexibility
and autonomy, these public charter
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schools are held accountable by their
sponsors for improving student
achievement and for their financial
and other operations. Charter schools
respond to the needs of America’s com-
munities, families and students, while
promoting the principles of quality,
choice, and innovation. Charter schools
must meet the same No Child Left Be-
hind student achievement account-
ability requirements as other public
schools, and often set even higher
standards in additional individual
goals to ensure that they are high
quality and truly accountable to the
public.

Charter schools can be vehicles for
improving student achievement for
students who attend them, for stimu-
lating change and improvement in all
public schools, and for benefiting all
public school students. These schools
give parents new freedom to choose
their public school. Nearly 70 percent
of charter schools report having a wait-
ing list, and the total number of stu-
dents on all such waiting lists is
enough to fill another 1,000 average-
size charter schools. Students in char-
ter schools nationwide have similar de-
mographic characteristics as students
in all public schools and serve signifi-
cant numbers of students from families
with lower income, minority students,
and students with disability. In the
majority of charter schools almost half
the students are considered at risk or
are former dropouts. Charter schools
have enjoyed broad bipartisan support
from the administration, the Congress,
State governors and legislators, edu-
cators, and parents across our Nation.

Through this resolution, Congress
today acknowledges and commends the
charter school movement and charter
schools, students, teachers and parents
across the Nation for their ongoing
contributions to education and improv-
ing and strengthening the Nation’s
public school system.

The fourth annual National Charter
School Week is held this week April 28
to May 2, 2003. It recognizes the signifi-
cant impacts, achievements and inno-
vations of the Nation’s charter schools.
I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

I rise in support of this resolution. |
want to thank the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) for introducing
House Resolution 204.

We all know that parent choice is im-
portant. It is important within the
public school systems of our country,
and | have long supported, and my chil-
dren attended, magnet schools that re-
sulted as a part from the integration
decisions of the 1970’s. We have many
successful examples, and from my
home district of San Diego, Gompers
Secondary School of Science and Math,
and the School of Creative and Per-
forming Arts are examples of standout
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schools and special interest schools.
The magnet school movement has led
to the charter school movement, and
the difference that we see, however, is
in governance and in meeting numer-
ous guidelines.

In 1992, California was the second
State to adopt provisions that allowed
school districts to authorize charter
schools. San Diego Unified School Dis-
trict has been a strong supporter of
these developing schools. Some 14 have
been approved with varied missions.
Important to the success of these char-
ter schools are a number of factors.
High among them is parent involve-
ment, a clear philosophy of education
that seeks to meet the State and local
standards. A committed core of well-
qualified teachers and above all also
community support from a board of di-
rectors, the expertise of retired edu-
cators, health professionals, financial
experts. All of them have been involved
in many of our charter schools. What
we also find as so important is that
those charter schools feed back to
other schools the most successful inno-
vations that they have begun.

One unique charter school that |
would like to share today is that of the
Preuss School in San Diego. It was es-
tablished in the fall of 1999 on the cam-
pus of the University of California San
Diego. Its mission, to provide an inten-
sive college preparatory curriculum to
low-income student populations and to
improve educational practices, grade 6
through 12. Its goal of which they are
meeting and beginning to really show
very, very strong record, is to graduate
students competitively eligible to
enter the University of California and
other selective institutions. They will
have their first graduating class in 2004
and 2005, and we look forward to that.

| wanted to share a little bit about
the student body and how the students
come together for that program. All
the students come from low-income
families. None who enter may have had
a parent or guardian who graduated
from a 4-year college. Race in this
school is certainly not a factor in ad-
missions. It is true only 13 percent are
Caucasian, and the Hispanic student
population is about 54 percent.

One of the obstacles often in charter
schools is traveling to the campus. All
the students who go there must find
their way there, and for some it is a
very long distance. The student body
president who travels from Imperial
Beach takes the trolly to San Diego
and transfers to a school bus; it takes
him about an hour and a half to travel
each way, a route ordinarily that
would take about 25 minutes.

The results are quite astounding.
Students rank number one in the coun-
ty for their pass rate on the language
arts section of the High School Exit
Exam in 2001 and 2002. 100 percent of
the students at this school have passed
a language arts exam, and 91 percent
are in the math portion. The academic
performance index of ten out of ten in
2000 and 2001 ranks the highest pos-
sible. Over 112 students passed the
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Golden State exam in Spanish as sec-
ond-year students. Awards in the
science fair, robotics, essays, and scho-
lastic competitions abound.

So how did all this happen? It hap-
pened from the dedication of the prin-
cipal and the staff. It happened from a
group of extraordinarily hard-working
students that found that sometimes
when they separate from their own
communities that they find a commu-
nity of students who care, as they do,
about receiving a high-quality edu-
cation. They have supportive parents,
obviously because these students have
worked hard to get to the school, who
value the education that perhaps they
did not have; and university support,
the support of student mentors and
professors who assist with courses and
projects, and an administration that
provides the circumstances for success.

It also has community financial sup-
port. University Regent Peter Preuss
and others enabled a wonderful school
that would be built on the UCSD cam-
pus because they believed that being on
a university campus such as UCSD
would enable all the students who par-
ticipate and help out in that school to
have easy access to it. We all know, as
I mentioned, that transportation is a
necessity for all these low-income stu-
dents, and they are working hard to as-
sure that in the future.

The challenges for most charters are
providing appropriate school buildings,
and we know that that is appropriate
to a well-rounded education. When
they have easier transportation, per-
haps the charter would be a true choice
for many of the families. They work to
maintain the parent and community
support and also to have the support of
the district administrations because we
know that school districts and school
district boards must nurture these al-
ternatives and help them address them
when they run into difficulties and
even work to disband them when they
fail. But above all they need to be en-
gaged and they are engaged in sharing
their successes.

Mr. Speaker, we, in fact, are a di-
verse people, and our children learn in
diverse and different styles. Parents
value the opportunity to focus the kind
of education that will help their child
grow. Public school charters offer the
kind of choice that will enrich our chil-
dren’s educational growth, and we may
be able to learn a lot from them about
how children succeed.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentlewoman for yielding me this
time. | am impressed with what she
had to tell us about the school in her
district. | want to thank the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. PORTER) for intro-
ducing this bill. This is an area in
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which the Congress has been working
and working very well in the last sev-
eral years.

Actually, the first Federal charter
school bill was passed for the District
of Columbia. It was passed on a home
rule basis at a time when the District
was in financial trouble. Speaker Ging-
rich was here at the time. He recog-
nized that the District had strongly op-
posed vouchers, and instead of trying
to impose it on us, as he had the power
to do, he worked with me, with the
task force. We called in school board
members, people from the community,
and designed the first charter school
bill, and I am here to report on how
well that bill has done for the District
of Columbia.

We have got 40 charter schools. Imag-
ine one city having 40 charter schools.
Twenty percent of its children are al-
most in charter schools’ waiting lists.
We are told in the gentleman’s bill that
70 percent of the charter schools have
waiting lists. The District is a large
part of that, | fear. Actually, too many
of our children are in substandard or
overcrowded facilities because they
have rushed to take advantage of these
charter school facilities so quickly. I
am going to a press conference on
Thursday at the Thurgood Marshall
Charter School in our poorest ward,
Ward 8, located in the Congress Heights
United Methodist Church. They have
added a grade each year. They are just
popping out of their facilities and need
the resources to get into more facili-
ties. Actually, | appreciate that this
House and the Senate appropriated 20
million extra dollars for the District as
a reward for expanding so rapidly be-
cause they did not want these children
in substandard facilities and wanted to
make room for the children on the
waiting list.

Compare what the District has done
to Maryland. Our former colleague,
now Governor Ehrlich, was able to get
one lousy charter school bill out and it
is very toothless. He is very dis-
appointed with it. In Virginia, they
have no charter schools.

But, Mr. Speaker, no good deed goes
unpunished. Despite the fact that the
District of Columbia has set the pace
for charter schools in this country, a
member of this body, the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) who comes
from as far as away from the District
of Columbia as one can get, elected by
nobody in the District of Columbia, has
authored a bill to impose vouchers on
the District of Columbia, although this
town as long as 20 years ago voted 90 to
10 against vouchers. The gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) needs a les-
son in federalism and democracy and
equality. How many charter school dis-
tricts are there in his Arizona School
District?
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In the District of Columbia we have a

virtual alternative school system, and

yet we have got at our bus stops now
national voucher people paying people
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in the District of Columbia, with
bright T-shirts and slick literature, to
pass out literature for vouchers in the
District of Columbia. Why here? Why
not go to Maryland and Virginia, where
they do not even have charter schools?

We are no trophy. We may be a ma-
jority black school system, we may be
the Nation’s Capital, but we do not
need to be anybody’s guinea pig for
their experiments. The people of the
District of Columbia have voted with
their feet. They have sent their chil-
dren to our charter schools, and | chal-
lenge any Member of this body to have
anything like the number of charter
schools per capita that we have.

The administration, which has said it
will not impose vouchers on anyone, is
trying to give the District some money
it already has coming to it to entice us
to in fact accept vouchers. We cannot
do that without a majority vote of our
council; and | can tell you one thing,
you are not going to get that.

Every other district under the Presi-
dent’s bill may choose whether or not
the money goes to private or public
schools. This is America, after all.
That is the way it always has been. But
they are trying to impose vouchers on
the District of Columbia, despite its
stellar record in producing charter
schools.

Indeed, before the Leave No Child Be-
hind Act was ever a figment in any-
body’s imagination, the District for
years and years, and | am a native
Washingtonian, has allowed people to
transfer out of their districts in order
to get away from bad schools.

Actually, 1 have something in com-
mon with my Republican voucher
friends: | believe it is untenable to
leave a child in a neighborhood school
that is not educating that child. But |
believe that child must be in publicly
accountable schools; and that is why
the District has stepped up to the
plate, not simply against vouchers, but
with a real alternative for our children.
And the least efficient way to spend
the little bit of money in the Presi-
dent’s budget, it is $9 million, is to give
it in $3,000 tranches to a very few kids,
as opposed to helping us expand our
charter schools, helping us get more of
our kids out of the facilities that are
sub-standard, helping us do repairs for
the facilities in which they find them-
selves.

There is one education pot, my
friends; and that is why in the States
that have had voucher referenda, and
half of the States in the United States
have, how come not one has won? Not
one has won because everybody knows
where that money is going to come
from, out of that one pot; and they
want to make sure that their public
schools get every thin dime that the
Federal Government gives, and that is
exactly what we in the District of Co-
lumbia are going to insist upon.

The Leave No Child Behind bill is
hideously underfunded, and the testing
regime will mean that there are going
to be massive dropouts in districts like



H3420

my own. Yet we want to give this
money away. You might want to do
that in some other districts, but you
are certainly letting those districts
choose. We are going to insist that we
be treated like the first-class Ameri-
cans we are.

The hypocrisy of it all, of trying to
impose vouchers on the District, is
that the Leave No Child Behind bill in
committee had an amendment for
vouchers for the Nation, defeated in
committee. Then they tried on the
floor, defeated on the floor. We are in
the minority, so we could not have de-
feated it. Republicans defeated it, be-
cause they know that vouchers are not
wanted in their districts, and they
know it because they have not been
able to pass a single referendum any-
where in the United States of America.
So they come to the defenseless Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to fight
back, especially since we have got an
alternative school system that none of
the rest of you could even stand up be-
side us on.

Charter schools are a bipartisan way
to approach this matter, and we are
going to insist that we be a part of the
bipartisan consensus. We are going to
especially insist upon it every time you
try to impose anything on us, because
District residents are in lIrag as |
speak, as they have been in every war
fought in the United States since the
Revolutionary War; and we just paid
our Federal income taxes at the rate of
second-per-capita in the United States.
And | will be darned if anybody is
going to treat us unequally in the face
of our meeting our first-class obliga-
tions to our country and to the Federal
Government.

We play by the rules. We are not re-
questing to be treated as second-class
citizens. The rules of the Congress say
if you want the money to go to charter
schools, it will go to charter schools. If
you want the money to go to private
schools, it will go to private schools. If
you want the money to go to alter-
native public schools, it will go to al-
ternative public schools. There is no
way in the world to have that as a prin-
cipal position for every district in the
United States and not for the 600,000
people who live in the Nation’s Capital.

Mr. Speaker, I ask Members to re-
member to capture the bipartisan spir-
it of this bill, to remember that the
District of Columbia deserves your
compliments for being ahead of all of
the rest of you in producing alternative
schools for our children, and not the
punishment of the imposition,
undemocratically, of your solution on
a district that you do not represent and
which cannot vote you in or out.

This bill in one of its paragraphs
says: ‘““Whereas, charter schools can be
vehicles for improving student achieve-
ment for students who attend them, for
stimulating change and improvement
in all public schools and for benefiting
all public school students.”” That is the
spirit of the bill, that is the spirit we
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are trying to meet, and | ask Members
to support me in the work that my dis-
trict is doing to meet the very spirit
encompassed in this bill today.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, | want to just make one
or two brief points again. What we are
talking about here is parent choice,
and we know that parent choice is
critically important within the public
school system. | applaud my colleague
from the District of Columbia, because
she knows her district well and she
knows that the parents have come for-
ward and said that we have some good
ideas about what will benefit our chil-
dren and we want to work with the ex-
perts; we want to work with people
from our community who are willing to
come together and define and build on
an idea that we have about how chil-
dren succeed in school.

I applaud that, and | applaud the fact
that there are so many charter schools
within her district. | hope that my col-
leagues will have an opportunity to
visit, and | hope to do that very soon.
I know there is a charter school today
that was celebrating its civic education
program. They have young people there
who are really learning what we hope
all children throughout this country
will learn, their responsibility as citi-
zens. They are learning that, and they
are learning that to a degree that prob-
ably is not seen in many of our schools
throughout the country, and that oc-
curs in a charter school.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud my colleagues
today. | thank them for bringing this
resolution forward, for congratulating
charter schools within our public
school system.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | also would like to ap-
plaud this bipartisan effort in recog-
nizing those moms and dads and profes-
sionals across this country for their ef-
forts in making sure that every child
has a great education, to commend our
staff and all of the Members who have
cosponsored it, and the majority leader
for scheduling this today.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 204, which congratulates and
encourages the charter school movement
throughout our country in its continued efforts
to educate our children and serve our commu-
nities.

Charter schools are a modern-day public
education story. This is because they foster
the key ingredient in successful schools: the
active participation not only of teachers and
students, but of whole communities. When the
entire community—from parents, to business
and community organizations, to whole neigh-
borhoods—has a critical role in making
schools function, the results are amazing.

In my state of Hawai'i, charter schools have
been the most exciting development in public
education in decades. The 25 charter schools
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currently allowed by state law have succeeded
despite institutional opposition in bringing into
education whole communities, often those
whose participation has been lacking. They,
like their counterparts across the nation, de-
serve our recognition.

But for these very reasons, they also de-
serve their fair share of resources from federal
and state governments. | have a particular
charter school in my district that illustrates this
point perfectly.

Kanu o ka' Aina New Century Public Char-
ter School (KANU) is located in the town of
Kamuela on my home Island of Hawai'i. It has
150 students, 85 percent of which are Native
Hawaiian. It is Hawai'i's first indigenous K-12
public charter schools. The level of commit-
ment to this school from the community is
awe-inspiring.

But it also faces major challenges. The
school's director says that KANU's biggest
challenge is funding equity and school con-
struction funds. For the fiscal years 2001-
2002 school year, KANU received $3,492.87
less per student than other public schools.

Because KANU has to make due with fewer
funds, it cannot save money on the side for
construction of new buildings to accommodate
its growing population. KANU needs both fed-
eral and state resources for construction fund-
ing, but it is finding these resources scarce
and, when found, hard to access.

KANU and Hawai‘i's other charter schools,
both existing and future, need their federal
government to be clear and unequivocal in its
continued support for the concept of charter
schools. They also need full parity in funding
between traditional public schools and charter
schools. H. Res. 204 is welcome and needed,
but these great words must be partnered with
action.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoozMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Ne-
vada (Mr. PORTER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 204.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

CONGRATULATING UNITED
STATES CAPITOL POLICE ON
175TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 156) ex-
tending congratulations to the United
States Capitol Police on the occasion
of its 175th anniversary and expressing
gratitude to the men and women of the
United States Capitol Police and their
families for their devotion to duty and
service in safeguarding the freedoms of
the American people.
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The Clerk read as follows:
H. CoN. RES. 156

Whereas the United States Capitol Police
traces its origins to 1801, when Congress
moved from Philadelphia to Washington,
D.C., and a lone watchman, John Golding,
had the responsibility of guarding the Cap-
itol facility and its functions;

Whereas the United States Capitol Police
has grown from these humble beginnings to
a first rate highly professionalized, equipped,
and trained operation which provides vital
services in the areas of law enforcement, pro-
tective and security services, and emergency
preparedness, with nearly 1,700 sworn and
non-sworn employees;

Whereas the United States Capitol Police
has developed specialized and expert units,
including K-9, Intelligence, Emergency Pre-
paredness, Civil Disturbance, Criminal Inves-
tigation, Threat Assessment, Dignitary Pro-
tection, Physical Security, Technical Secu-
rity, Electronic Countermeasures, Hazardous
Devices, and the Containment and Emer-
gency Response Team, as well as a skilled
and professionalized administrative support
function;

Whereas the United States Capitol Police,
as the first line of the defense of the Nation’s
Capitol, has shared in the ultimate sacrifice
in law enforcement with the tragic deaths in
the line of duty of Sergeant Christopher
Eney, Private First Class Jacob J. Chestnut,
and Detective John Michael Gibson;

Whereas the United States Capitol Police
continues to be in the forefront of protecting
the core elements of our democratic process
with selfless dedication and commitment;
and

Whereas the United States Capitol Police
was officially established in 1828 and is cele-
brating its 175th anniversary in 2003: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress and the
American people extend heartfelt congratu-
lations to the United States Capitol Police
on the occasion of its 175th anniversary, and
express the sincerest gratitude to the men
and women of the United States Capitol Po-
lice and their families, and in particular the
Eney, Chestnut, and Gibson families, for
their devotion to duty and service in safe-
guarding the freedoms of the American peo-
ple.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LINDER) and the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. LARSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LINDER).

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today | rise to express
the gratitude of the United States Con-
gress to its men, women, and families
of the United States Capitol Police as
they celebrate its 175th anniversary.
The selfless dedication of the United
States Capitol Police and their com-
mitment to safeguarding not only us
but the freedoms of the American peo-
ple do not go unappreciated.

Officially established in 1828 under
the direction of President John Quincy
Adams, the U.S. Capitol Police has
grown from its humble beginnings into
a first-rate, highly-professional force of
over 1,700 officers and employees.

Over the course of its existence, U.S.
Capitol Police has developed a number
of specialized units, including K-9, In-
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telligence, Emergency Preparedness,
Civil Disturbance, Criminal Investiga-
tion, Threat Assessment, Dignitary
Protection, Physical Security, Elec-
tronic Countermeasures, Technical Se-
curity, Hazardous Devices, and the
Containment and Emergency Response
Team, as well as a skilled administra-
tive staff.

We all know, however, that freedom
has its sacrifices, and the U.S. Capitol
Police have certainly paid its share of
this price. We remember that as the
first line of defense for the Nation’s
Capital, the United States Capitol Po-
lice Force has endured the tragic
deaths of Sergeant Christopher Eney in
1984, Private First Class Jacob J.
Chestnut, and Detective John Michael
Gibson, both of whom were Killed in
1998. All of these men were slain in the
line of duty.

Mr. Speaker, every day these brave
men and women put their lives on the
line to protect us and this institution;
and while these dangers are an unfortu-
nate reality of their jobs, | would like
for them to know that their efforts do
not go unnoticed; nor are they forgot-
ten.

Today, however, we stand here not
only to recognize the sacrifice of the
U.S. Capitol Police, but also to cele-
brate the efforts of the thousands of
men and women who have served with
this organization. As such, on behalf of
the United States Congress, | would
again like to extend a heartfelt thanks
and congratulations to the men and
women of the United States Capitol
Police, past and present, for their 175
years of courage, strength and commit-
ment to serve and protect the people of
this country.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to associate my-
self with the remarks of the gentleman
from Georgia.

Mr. Speaker, the operative clause of
this resolution says simply that “Con-
gress and the American people extend
heartfelt congratulations to the United
States Capitol Police on the occasion
its 175th anniversary, and express the
sincerest gratitude to the men and
women of the United States Capitol
Police and their families, and in par-
ticular,” as the gentleman from Geor-
gia mentioned, ‘‘the Eney, Chestnut
and Gibson families, for their devotion
to duty and service in safeguarding the
freedoms of the American people.”

It is hard to imagine that in the
vaunted history of the Capitol Police,
that we went from a single watchman
in 1801 to the force that we now have
today; from the perils of the War of
1812 to the perils of the war against
terror. The men and women who wear
the uniform here in the Capitol have
served us extraordinarily well.

I want to rise and commend the ef-
forts of Chief Gainer and what they
have been able to accomplish here in
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the Capitol, protecting the Members
this body, the staffs, and the many
tourists who come here on a regular
basis. It was not lost on any Member of
Congress that during the events of Sep-
tember 11 that it was the men and
women who wear the uniform who were
our first responders. The fact of the
matter is that the Capitol Police are
our first responders and have per-
formed extraordinarily well over their
175-year career.

O 1530

Again, | just would like to echo the
words of my esteemed colleague, the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. LINDER),
in saluting the men and women of the
Capitol Police who have done an ex-
traordinary job on all of our behalves.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of this concurrent reso-
lution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, when Congress
moved from Philadelphia to Washington, DC
in 1801, a lone watchman by the name of
John Golding had the responsibility of guard-
ing the Capitol facility and its functions. In
1828, the United States Capitol Police was of-
ficially established to safeguard the freedoms
of the American people, and to protect the Na-
tion’s Capitol and the United States Congress.
Now, 175 years later, and despite an ever-
changing environment, these core functions of
the United States Capitol Police are still the
defining tenets of its mission. Today, on behalf
of the United States Congress and the Amer-
ican people, | am very pleased to extend
heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the
United States Capitol Police on its 175th anni-
versary.

From its humble beginnings until today, the
Capitol Police has remained true to its mis-
sion, and has grown to meet new challenges
and responsibilities. It has developed special-
ized and expert units, and these specialized
units are complemented by a skilled and pro-
fessional administrative support staff. The
challenges of the new century have shown the
United States Capitol Police to be dedicated,
selfless, and highly flexible. The Capitol Police
force, which now numbers over 1,700 sworn
and civilian personnel, is a highly professional-
ized force essential to the protection of the
core elements of our democratic process.

The history of the United States Capitol Po-
lice has not been without sacrifice. After the
terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001, the
Capitol Police were asked to work incredible
hours in defense of the Capitol, visitors, staff,
and members, often working 12 hour shifts for
six days a week. Sadly, the sacrifices of the
Capitol Police have not been without tragedy.
As the first line of defense of the Nation's
Capitol, Sergeant Christopher Eney, Private
First Class Jacob J. Chestnut, and Detective
John Michael Gibson each made the ultimate
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sacrifice, tragically dying in the line of duty.
This dedication to the safety and well being of
others exemplifies the commitment of the
men, women, and families of the United
States Capitol Police.

On the occasion of its 175th anniversary,
the United States Congress and the American
people express the sincerest gratitude to the
men and women of the United States Capitol
Police and their families for their devotion to
duty and service in safeguarding the freedoms
of the American people.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BoozMAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LINDER) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 156.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

I yield

———————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
CELEBRATION OF PATRIOTS’
DAY AND HONORING THE NA-
TION’S FIRST PATRIOTS

Mr. JANKLOW. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 149)
expressing support for the celebration
of Patriot’s Day and honoring the Na-
tion’s first patriots, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 149

Whereas on the evening of April 18, 1775,
Paul Revere was sent for by Dr. Joseph War-
ren and instructed to ride to Lexington, Mas-
sachusetts, to warn Samuel Adams and John
Hancock that British troops were marching
to arrest them;

Whereas after leaving Charlestown on his
way to Lexington, Paul Revere alerted the
inhabitants of the villages and towns along
his route, stopping in Medford (formerly
Mystic) at the home of Isaac Hall, the cap-
tain of the Medford Minutemen during the
Revolutionary War, before continuing on
through Arlington (formerly Menotomy) and
arriving in Lexington around midnight;

Whereas William Dawes and a third rider,
Dr. Samuel Prescott, joined Paul Revere on
his mission and they proceeded together on
horseback to Lincoln;

Whereas while en route they encountered a
British patrol that arrested Paul Revere, but
William Dawes and Samuel Prescott man-
aged to escape and continued on to Concord
where weapons and supplies were hidden;

Whereas the midnight ride of Paul Revere
was brilliantly and forever commemorated
by the great American poet Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow in his 1861 poem ‘“‘Paul Re-
vere’s Ride”’;

Whereas the actions taken by Paul Revere,
William Dawes, and Samuel Prescott af-
forded the Minutemen time to assemble to
confront the advancing British troops and
were heralded as one of the first great acts of
patriotism of our nation;
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Whereas 38 Lexington Minutemen boldly
stood before 600-800 British troops who had
gathered at Lexington Green;

Whereas Captain Parker of the Lexington
Minutemen commanded his men, ““Don’t fire
unless you are fired on; but if they want a
war, let it begin here.”’;

Whereas when the British continued onto
Concord, a battle ensued at the Old North
Bridge, where Minutemen from every Mid-
dlesex village and town routed the British
and forced them into retreat back to Boston;

Whereas Ralph Waldo Emerson immor-
talized this moment in American history as
where ‘‘the embattled farmers stood and
fired the shot heard 'round the world.”’;

Whereas the United States has recognized
the historic significance of the Nation’s
original patriots with the creation in 1959 of
the Minute Man National Historical Park,
located in Concord, Lincoln, and Lexington,
Massachusetts, to preserve and protect the
numerous significant historic sites, struc-
tures, properties, and landscapes associated
with the opening battles of the American
Revolution, and to help visitors understand
and interpret the colonial struggle for their
rights and freedoms; and

Whereas the heroic acts of April 19, 1775,
are celebrated in Massachusetts and Maine
every year as part of Patriots’ Day with a re-
enactment of Paul Revere’s famous ride, bat-
tle reenactments and educational programs,
parades, and civic activities, and remem-
bered by Americans across the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) expresses support for the annual cele-
bration of Patriots’ Day;

(2) recognizes the extraordinary dedication
to freedom demonstrated by the Nation’s
first patriots during the earliest days of the
Battle for Independence in April 1775; and

(3) honors those first patriots who lost
their lives in defense of liberty and freedom.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
South Dakota (Mr. JANKLOW) and the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Dakota (Mr. JANKLOW).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JANKLOW. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 149.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mr. JANKLOW. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House concurrent reso-
lution 149 introduced by my distin-
guished colleague, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), expresses
the support of this Congress for Patri-
ots’ Day and honors this Nation’s first
patriots.

April 19, 1775 was an incredibly
unique day in the world. In Lexington,
Massachusetts and in Concord, Massa-
chusetts, we had individuals who had
gathered, patriots, none of them paid,
none of them in any organized sense,
but they gathered together in Lex-
ington and Concord, having made a de-
termination that they would no longer
yield to the tyranny and the oppression
that they perceived from their masters.
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As these people gathered, one of the
places they gathered was Concord
Bridge. Colonel Prescott was there
with these patriots. And as the Red
Coats advanced he said, ““Don’t fire un-
less fired upon. But if we must have
war, let it begin here.”

And then shortly thereafter was the
shot that has been described as having
been heard round the world, as these
patriots stood their ground against the
oncoming British professional infantry
and refused to yield and refused to
back up. As a result of their having
taken that stand, the Revolutionary
War went forward and ultimately, this
band of patriots that gathered on that
day at Lexington and Concord were
really the impetus that drove the colo-
nialists to move forward, and ulti-
mately to create the freedom that we
know in this country today.

Seven years later, the Revolutionary
War was over. The surrender had taken
place, but the important thing is that
these people, Colonel Prescott, Paul
Revere, William Dawes and the others,
many of whom we do not even know
their names, were individuals who had
drawn the line in the sand and deter-
mined that never again would they
yield to those kinds of forces and tyr-
anny.

What is the point of this resolution?
The point of this resolution is that
today, in today’s world, we have a re-
sponsibility to continue to be reminded
about these kinds of patriots. Even
today, in the Nation of Iraq, we have
patriots from this country policing the
streets of that country, assisting the
individuals in Irag to move forward to-
wards a more democratic future.

The important thing that we all have
to recognize is just as those patriots
back in 1775, these individuals today
are also volunteers. They are volun-
teers in our active Armed Forces and
they are volunteers from our Reserves
and our National Guard, and men and
women from our various branches.

So | would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) for having brought this to our at-
tention that we should focus on this.
The gentleman from Massachusetts has
done a service to all of us, and | ask my
colleagues to unanimously consent to
the passage of this resolution com-
memorating April 19 as Patriots’ Day
and every year forward on that par-
ticular day.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as the ranking member
of the Committee on Government Re-
form’s Special Panel on Postal Reform
and Oversight, | join my colleague in
the consideration of H. Con. Res. 149,
legislation introduced by my good
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), on
April 10, 2003.

H. Con. Res. 149 is a concurrent reso-
lution expressing support for the cele-
bration of Patriots’ Day and honoring
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the Nation’s first patriots. The meas-
ure expresses support for the annual
celebration of Patriots’ Day and recog-
nizes the extraordinary dedication to
freedom demonstrated by the Nation’s
first patriots during the early days of
the Battle for Independence in April of
1775. Finally, it honors those first pa-
triots who lost their lives in defense of
liberty and freedom. H. Con. Res. 149
has the support and cosponsorship of
the entire Massachusetts delegation.

The dictionary defines patriot as “‘a
person who vigorously supports their
country and is prepared to defend it.”
It is only fitting and proper that we
join with the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Massa-
chusetts congressional delegation and
the Senate in honoring the men who al-
lowed the Minutemen to assemble and
confront the advancing British troops.
The actions of those men, Paul Revere,
William Dawes and Samuel Prescott,
were the first great acts of patriotism
of our Nation.

Who could ever forget the midnight
ride of Paul Revere when he rode
through the streets warning, “The
British are coming.” His famous ride
through the countryside was duly and
forever celebrated by the American
poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, in
his poem entitled Paul Revere’s Ride. |
remember even as a small child learn-
ing that poem:

“Listen, my children, and you shall
hear of the midnight ride of Paul Re-
vere, on the 18th of April in ’75; hardly
a man is now alive who remembers
that famous day and year.”

The passage of H. Con. Res. 149 will
ensure that we will continue to honor
and recognize the first patriots. We
will also long remember and never for-
get the lists of patriots who have given
their lives in the defense of our coun-
try. Every day, Mr. Speaker, men and
women honor the definition of a pa-
triot by bravely answering the call to
support and defend the United States
of America. We owe them a great deal
of gratitude and, like the resolution be-
fore us, we owe it to their actions to
forever preserve and protect the his-
toric sites so that others will never for-
get the struggle for freedom.

I commend my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) for introducing this measure, and
1 urge its swift adoption.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY), the author of this reso-
lution.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from Illinois and the
gentleman from South Dakota for their
support for this resolution. The entire
Massachusetts delegation appreciates
the recognition which these couple of
days have played in the history of our
country, and over in the Senate, Sen-
ator KENNEDY was able to pass the
identical resolution, because it does
mean a lot to Massachusetts and to
Maine, as both States celebrate this
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day as a holiday. But it also means a
lot to our country, because it was a
shining moment in the history of the
United States, because it was the be-
ginning of the most enduring, free, and
democratic experiment in the world.
These were, after all, Minutemen, peo-
ple who left their homes to fight an
enemy from abroad, much like our
Army reservists, our National Guards-
men are doing right now. These are the
original Minutemen, the original
guards, the original militia that fought
to protect our country.

On April 19 in 1775, the American
colonists in Lexington, in Concord, in
Medford, in Arlington, in Lincoln, and
in ‘““‘every Middlesex village and town
rose’” up to claim their inherent right
to govern themselves, free of the
whims of the English king.

While this day is already celebrated
as a State holiday in both the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and in the
State of Maine, and the national sig-
nificance of the events surrounding the
‘“shot heard ’round the 